AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

all these strange years, from the Reformation
to the Restoration, you find the search for a
divine sanction, and the ultimate spiritual
aspect of the State and of its government has
never wholly disappeared.

But what of democracy in England to-day?
There is in my view no more difficult system
to maintain and to develop. Endless experi-
ments have been made from the earliest times
and the difficulty of preserving it for any
length of time, as time is reckoned in history,
is very great.

What is government for? To what end
ought statesmen to work? These questions
were asked by the Greeks who had a way of
going to first principles. And their answer
was that the citizen of the State might attain
to the highest possible degree of virtue and
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